Causal Concept Map Interpretation

This diagram is called a “causal concept map.” It shows how different things are connected. It shows how they cause each other to increase or decrease. Each thing is labeled with a box and a letter. The arrows tell how one thing affects another. 

For example, find the box called D. D is connected to E with an arrow that says “increase.” This means that D causes E to increase. If D increases, then E will also go up. But if D goes down, then E will decrease.


Some concepts are directly linked. Other concepts are indirectly connected. There might be several concepts or arrows between them.


Use this diagram to answer the next questions. Some concepts are linked through more than one path. To get the right answer, you have to think about all of the paths between the start concept and the final concept. Explain how you got your answer.
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1. If B were to decrease, what would happen to D?

a. D would increase.

b. D would decrease.

c. D would not change.
Explain how you got your answer:

[ONE PATH, ONE LINK, POSITIVE RELATION]
2. If E were to increase, what would happen to C?
a. C would increase.

b. C would decrease.

c. C would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:

[ONE PATH, ONE LINK, INVERSE RELATION]

3. If A were to decrease, what would happen to D?

a. D would increase.

b. D would decrease.

c. D would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:

[ONE PATH, TWO LINKS, POSITIVE NET RELATION]
4. If D were to increase, what would happen to C?

a. C would increase.

b. C would decrease.

c. C would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:

[ONE PATH, TWO LINKS, INVERSE NET RELATION]

5. If A were to decrease, what would happen to G?

a. G would increase.

b. G would decrease.

c. G would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:

[TWO PATHS:


ONE LINK, POSITIVE RELATION

TWO LINKS, INVERSE NET RELATION]

6. If E were to increase, what would happen to F?

a. D would increase.

b. D would decrease.

c. D would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:

[TWO PATHS:


ONE LINK, POSITIVE RELATION

THREE LINKS, POSITIVE NET RELATION]
7. If C were to decrease, what would happen to G?

a. G would increase.

b. G would decrease.

c. G would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:

[TWO PATHS:


TWO LINKS, INVERSE NET RELATION

THREE LINKS, POSITIVE NET RELATION]
8. If G were to increase, what would happen to E?

a. D would increase.

b. D would decrease.

c. D would not change.

Explain how you got your answer:
[NO PATHS, NO RELATION]

