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Female
Firsts

Women did not always have the same rights as
men. For a long time, they weren’t allowed to vote,
own property, go to college, or hold certain jobs.
But many female pioneers fought against those
inequalities and helped women gain more rights.

oy )
1873 susan B.

Anthony goes on trial
for illegally voting in
the 1872 presidential
election. The court
finds her guilty and
sentences her to pay
a $100 fine.

1%
1968 shirley
Chisholm becomes the
first African American
woman elected to
Congress. In 1972,
she is the first African
American to run for
president.

1997 Madeleine

Albright becomes the
first woman appointed
U.S. secretary of state.

1873: AP Images; 1920, 1968: Library of Congress; 1981: Mark Wilson/Getty Images; 1997: Wikimedia Commons; 2008: U.S. Army; Pin: Fotolia
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1920 The 19th
Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution is passed,
guaranteeing women
the right to vote.

1981 sandra

Day O’Connor is the
first female justice
appointed to the
U.S. Supreme Court.
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2008 Ann Dunwoody
becomes the first female
four-star general in the
U.S. military. That is the
second-highest rank in
the U.S. Army.

The time line on the left shows some
of women’s major milestones. Read
the time line. Then choose the best
answer to each question.

1. In what year did women get the
right to vote?

® 1873

1920
© 1968

2. What happened in 18737
(® Susan B. Anthony ran for president.

Susan B. Anthony became a
U.S. senator.

(© Susan B. Anthony went on trial
for illegally voting in the 1872
presidential election.

3. Who is Ann Dunwoody?
@ the first U.S. congresswoman
the first female four-star general

©) the first female U.S. senator

4. How many years after Shirley Chisholm
became the first African American to run
for president was Madeleine Albright
appointed U.S. secretary of state?

(® 25 years
29 years
© 31 years

5. Which of these took place most recently?

(® The first woman was appointed to
the U.S. Supreme Court.

The first African American woman
was elected to Congress.

(© The first woman was appointed
U.S. secretary of state.

Which of these female

pioneers made the greatest contribution
to women'’s rights? Explain your answer
on a separate piece of paper.
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