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STOP! STOP! DONOT TELL ME!

By Mudi Yang

Story #1: Many people decide to have their wedding in
national parks, but one couple is able to boast about
something that most others arenOt able to. After a
particular couple were wed, one of the attendants in the
wedding party went over to the tent in which the cake and
food for the reception were held. What he found was
definitely not what he expected. In the tent, with a
carefully set table and a decorated cake, he found a
medium-sized grizzly bear. The bear, attracted by the smell
of the food, was happily gorging itself on the reception
goodies. The startled attendant informed the rest of the
wedding guests. Together with the bride and groom, they
were able to drive the bear off by pelting it with pine cones.

Story #2: Christopher Burgess spent
an entire day thinking of an
elaborate plan. His girlfriend was in
the hospital, and he had no means
of going to visit her. His solution?
He called the ambulance claiming
to be sick. When the ambulance
arrived at the hospital, he jumped
off the stretcher and ran inside.
While Christopher was in the
building visiting his girlfriend, the
paramedics called the police. As
he was leaving the hospital, he
was arrested and charged with
failure to pay the bill for the

& Sam Reinker

By Tristan Cannon

the University of lowa campus. It was also a place where
delivery trucks unloaded kegs of beer for the surrounding
bars and restaurants. The repeated unloading of kegs on
the sidewalk had caused it to crack and crumble, as well as
breaking a few kegs.

The solution? The City commissioned a California company
to make rubber sidewalks to replace the old concrete
walkway. The new sidewalk is made from recycled rubber
tires. From an environmental standpoint, there is an upside
to this. Despite the unorthodox approach, the new sidewalk
is a lot more crack-resistant than its previous counterpart.
Street supervisors tested out the new sidewalk by
bludgeoning it with sledge hammers. It didnOt even dent.
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ambulance.

Story #3: City workers in lowa
faced a problem that most city
workers have faced. The problem
was cracked sidewalks. However,
what made this case different from
most cases of cracked sidewalks
was the cause of the cracks and
the measures taken by the workers
to fix it. The patch of sidewalk
2 in question was fairly close to

Terrible Tests
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Annual Talent Show

By Madison Weathers, Avery Schappert, & Georgia May-Fleming

Meigs once again wowed a packed
audience with its Ninth Annual Talent
Showcase. Before the show, guests
were invited to shop at the Meigs Book
Fair, enjoy dinner in the cafeteria, and
purchase yummy treats at the bake sale.

There were a variety of performances
from singers to musicians to dancers to
poets - all with their own unique style.
Victoria Guo kicked off the evening with
a violin solo. More amazing instrumental
performances came from Dong Zhao,
Mudi Yang, and LuLu Zheng. Lulu also
accompanied Grayson Peters on his

Returning to the stage this year were
dancers, Nina Jackson who danced a
beautiful contemporary number to OMad
WorldO by Gary Jewels, and Riley
McCarthy who performed a lively Irish
dance. New to the Meigs Talent Show
stage this year were Ava Kelton, Anissa
Jayathilake, and Jillian Kelton. They
brought a Bollywood dance that dazzled
the crowd.

Of course, no show would be
complete without our beloved singers.
Joining the Talent Show lineup for the
first time were Sophie Tyler, Tobi Areola,

vocal rendition of OWake Me UpO by AviciiGrace Patterson, Savvy Ramsey, and

Due to the high number of auditions,
performers teamed up with others to
entertain as a group. Brilie Hoskins sang

OWhen 1Om Gone,O from the movie Pitch returned 0.th

Perfect, while a team of cup performers
provided a background beat A

Mayur Gurukkal.
Maelea Radford, Austin Craig
Grayson Peters - all ei

ART GALLERY
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Blue Ribbon Essay -
Why | Love Meigs

By Maddie Cartwright, Eighth Grade

Out of the five public schools that
| have attended so far in my life,
Meigs is by far my favorite. Not only 7
are we challenged every day, but we indescribabl 3€S potential
are also taught how to accept, energy form into Kinetic:energy. | look

comprehend, and solve any challenge around me, and | see thevy,W
leading brain surgeon, the n op scientist

we may face. We are being prepared
in the chemical world, the next first-chair

for the real world that lies ahead. We

are taught how to deal with the clarinetist in the Philharmonic, and maybe

present, and yet prepare for the even the next Robert Frost. All are able to
pursue their dreams because they are fully

future at the same time. Meigs is
one of the few, rare schools that has equipped and prepared when they come out

found the delicate balance of both a of this kind of academic setting. | love this
healthy social scene and an amazing academic growth school, and | am so glad that | have had the
opportunity. opportunity to learn and grow here for four whole years. |

| always tell my parents, OIf you were to count up how  completely see how Meigs is worthy of the OBlue Ribbon
many times the word OcollegeO was said on average in a daySchoolO title.
at Meigs, you would be stunned, and intimated, t00.0 This is .
because the teachers genuinely care and want to help us SpOt the Differences
have the_ brightest futures possible. They stretch the ' By Tristan Cannon
boundaries of our knowledge more and more each passing
day. Sometimes, they push us to what we think is the limit ~ There are ten differences between the original photo
of our brain®s capacity, when in reality it was just a bump in  (top) and the edited photo. Can you spot them all?
the road that can easily be overcome to keep us on our
never-ending highway of learning. We are being prepared for
life and given tools to help us decipher the famous code
that tells us the difference between right and wrong
whenever we happen to arrive at a problem or crossroad.

Another aspect of Meigs that has made a difference in
all of us as students is that we learn how to interact with
all kinds of people. Since Meigs is a magnet school, there
are kids from all over Nashville with whom we might never
have crossed paths if it were not for our shared ability to
learn. We are taught how to learn from a variety of people.
Not only do we learn from our teachers, but we also learn
from our peers. We learn how to get along and work well
with different social groups. We all come from different
walks of life, and it is so remarkable to see us join as one
strong, encouraging, and intelligent group that is the Meigs 7
student body. | do not know what | would do without the
friends | have made at this school, and | never intend to
find out.

We learn the textbooks and the State Standards, but
we also learn so much more. We learn how to put the
information in context. We learn how to apply it in real life.
At Meigs, every single member of the staff is doing all he/
she can to help us with any question that we have. We are
encouraged to think past the status quo. We are inspired to
go deeper into what we are learning and really explore each
topic so that everyone fully understands what we are being
taught. We are challenged to ask questions, never

ashamed. There is always a helping hand if we are
4 struggling - always a time that we can come and have

Answers on Page 8.



BY Sophie e
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I: What color reflects your personality? Why?
M: Well, blue is my favorite color, so | would
have to say blue. 1tOs a bright and fun color,
and | also went to the University of Michigan.

r Chatter

Ms. Maly
5th Grade Teacher

I: If you werenOt a teacher what might you be doing and why?

M: | would have been a pediatrician. 10d still be able to work with kids and help
people, just in a different way.

I: If you werenOt teaching fifth grade, what would you like to teach?

M: IOm not just saying this because | teach fifth grade, but | do really love fifth
grade. TheyOre excited about everything and have that desire to learn, but
theyOre old enough for me to speak to them like young adults. Other than fifth
grade, 10d probably say fourth grade. A lot of fourth grade classes are self-
contained, and 10d be able to teach all subjects.

I What has been your favorite Meigs memory so far?
M: I loved seeing the kidsO reactions on the first day. They came in, looked

around the room, and saw kids they recognized. | also love to see my students
perform at the band and strings concerts.

I: What is your favorite food?

M: | love tacos and anything Italian! | really like all kinds of foods, but IOm not
very adventurous when it comes to weird food.

I: If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go?

M: | would go to Thailand. My little brother went there last year and came back
Wwith amazing photos and mementos.
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Weird Laws

By Sonya Gorbunova and Dana
Hindieh

Many states have unusual and/
or outdated laws. Can you tell
which of the following laws are
real? Answers are on Page 8.

1. Florida banned all computers
and smart phones in internet
cafes.

2. In lowa, one-armed violin
players must perform for
free.

3. ltis illegal to sell hazelnuts
in Lee County (Alabama)
after sundown on
Wednesdays.

4. In Hawaii, a resident may be
jailed as a result of not
owning a boat.

5. ltisillegal to skateboard
without a license in Florida.

Spoken Out Loud

Sparkalaphobia!
By Dana Hindieh

Run, run! Run away!

Under the table,
Into the closet,
Out the door,
Run! Run! Run!

There on the floor,

In the air,

Creeping up my wooden chair.
Even in my long blonde hair!

They are here for me,

Here and there,




Ingredients:

6 c flour

4 T sugar

1/2 tsp salt

1 ¢ shortening

2 eggs, beaten

2 ¢ buttermilk

Cherry or apple pie filling

Directions:

[ Mix the flour, salt, sugar,
and shortening together in
a bowl.

[ Beat the eggs and add to
the flour mixture.

[ Add buttermilk.

] Roll the dough into a ball
and refrigerate for at least
an hour.

] Roll out the dough and cut
into 10 strips.

[ Put approximately one
tablespoon of filling on
half of each strip.

[J Seal the edges with a fork.

[J Place the remaining
shortening in a saucepan
and heat to a medium
heat.

[ Fry each pie for 2-3
minutes per side.

[J Remove the pies, drain on
paper towels, and eat.

©

works of narrative
shed by newspapers
es in installments, or serials.
four installments of OParagonO
e published last year.
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OWhen you say take down, you donOt
mean fight, do you?0O Lena asked, raising
her eyebrows in surprise.

OWell, yeah. Is there any other way?0

Jackson piped in, looking like he was
about to burst into flames if he didnOt
speak right then. OThis is so amazing. |
totally want in. Fighting an evil old guy?
Blake, youOve got to okay this!O

I couldnOt help but smile at JacksonOs
spontaneous personality. As much as |
wanted an adventure, | was a little more
level-headed than my best friend was. |
made a pro-con list in my head. There
were maybe four pros, but the con list
was a mile long. Good possibilities were
scarce and bad possibilities were
endless.

Daniel was watching my every move,
trying to decipher my choice making
process. | caught his eyes and held them
for a moment. As infuriating as he was,
he was an amazing brother. That being
said, | still couldnOt bring myself to say
no. Especially if it meant never getting
home, or Cas dying, helpless in the
forest.

OOkay, how do we get to the prince?0
| asked.

Cas sighed, clearly relived and happy
with our agreement. LenaOs huge brown
eyes glimmered with fear, but she
grinned her impish grin anyways. OBlake,
this is going to be really hard. But you
have us, right?0
_ A small smile played at my lips,
ORight.O

Everyone spoke softly about what lie
ahead, but | decided to sleep on it. We
were going to have a long journey ahead
of us, and | figured nobody wanted to
have me around when irritable from lack
of rest.

*%k%

| woke up to the sound of velcro,
footsteps, and idle chatter. It took my
grey-blue eyes a minute to adjust to the
morning light. Cas was standing up,
which | figured was a good sign. Daniel
packed up the food with little to no help
from Jackson. Lena was the one shaking
my shoulder to wake me up. She smiled

blithely. OGood, youOre up! WeOre leaving

soon. Cas says that the fastest way to
the Cove is west, so weOre heading that
way now. We have to stop in a small
town in Paragon to get horses first,0 she
explained.

| sat up, still groggy. QHow does he
know which way is west?0O

Ol really have no idea. He really
knows his way around these parts
though. Cas already found us enough
food to last us all week!O she giggled.

OThatOs . . . good,O | grumbled. OWill
you get him to come over here for a
minute?0

Lena nodded and skittered over to
Cas. | sighed, leaning back with my eyes
closed. | felt his shadow fall over me. |
opened my eyes, then narrowed them at
him. OCas, whatOs with the early morning
drill?0

OltOs safer,0 he shrugged.

OExcellent . . .0 | groaned, staggering
to my feet. Once up, | managed say
something nice. OSo the cutOs healing?0

Cas nodded. He seemed distracted.
Just last night, heOd been thrilled to have
the four of us on his side. Now,he
seemed to be second guessing himself. ol
guess, but that doesnOt matter. We need
to move.O

Either he was truly concerned, or he
was planning something. OThereOs a horse
salesman in a village called Tullius, just
west of here. 1tOs safe, and | know a lot of
families there. We should be able to rest
there for a while.O

ORight, right,O | brushed the fresh
snow off my chest, then crossed my arms
tight to fight off the cold.

OLetOs go,0 he wiped a bead of sweat
from his forehead, OWe have a lot of
ground to cover.O

*k%k

We hadnOt walked ten miles before
the five of us were dead tired and barely
slugging down a snowy dirt path. The
chilled air caught in my throat as | tried
to carry myself up the hill. Cas was a
good few yards ahead of the rest of us.

OCas!O Lena complained, OCanOt we
just take a break for a minute?0O

Cas scarcely turned around. OWeOre
almost there. This isnOt the craziest thing
youOll be doing over the course of this
trip. Trust me.O ~

OYouOre the craziest thing that weOve
had to deal with over the course of this
trip.O Jackson grumbled under his breath.

Ol heard that. YouOre much crazier
tha---O Cas whipped around, jet black hair
sweeping across his forehead. His eyes
narrowed.

(Continued on page 7)



By Sophie Mize

Miles Curry, a new seventh grader
at Meigs, was first diagnosed with
leukemia on November 24, 2010. For
two years, heOs been in remission, a
term used to describe an absence of
cancer. MilesOs battle has taught him
to stop worrying about what other
people say about him and his family.
OA lot of things donOt bother me
anymore; | learned just to be myself,O
stated Miles.

OMy mom and | have to depend on
a lot more people than we did.
Before, we could depend on each
other,O he replied when asked how
this battle affected his family.
Leukemia is cancer of the blood or
bone marrow. I1tOs caused when the
DNA of white blood cells is damaged,
causing them to divide
uncontrollably. Normal blood cells die
and are replaced by the abnormal
ones, meaning the bad cells crowd
out the good cells in the blood of the
cancer victim.

After being asked how his daily
life was affected after his cancer
diagnosis, Miles said, OEvery Friday |
would go into surgery, where they
would check my bone marrow.
Eventually, | lost my taste buds, and |
didnOt want to eat anything, so they
had to put me on feeding tubes.
Physical therapists came to my
house and made me walk everyday. |
was really tired, so | slept a lot.O

Even though MilesOs experience
was difficult, he saw how other
people were going through similar
struggles in the hospital. Olt was a

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: Miles Curry

e

learning experience because | made
new friends, and | saw how difficult it
can be for families and other people
to go through the same thing.O

Miles didnOt have to go through his
experience alone, as he was provided
with help from the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. On October 11,
the very same society sponsored the
Light the Night walk to help fund
therapies and treatment advances for
blood cancer patients.

Although Miles has been through
a rough battle, he is well on his way
to recovery. The Meigs family will
continue to support him along his
journey, emotionally and physically.
Miles may be the one suffering from
leukemia, but Meigs has embraced
Miles and his experience. We were
thrust into his battle and the hope
for a better future. While his pain
may never be felt physically, his pain
is known emotionally. Miles is
supported with courtesy and empathy
for his burden.

MEIGS SCENE
STAFF FAVS

By Ritika Senapati

Favorite Harry Potter Characters

Luna Lovegood
Ron Weasley
Rubeus Hagrid
Remus Lupin
Dumbledore

Sirius Black
Hermione Grainger
Ginny Weasley
Voldemort

Fred Weasley

L0g|C PUZZleSy Mudi Yang

There are 4 cars parked.in a line on the
side of the road. They are owned by Art,
Brianna, Carl, and Diana. No one has 2
cars, and all four cars are a different
color. Use the clues to find out the order,
color, and owner of each car.

Clues:

The first car in line belongs to Art.
BriannaOs car is blue.

DianaOs car is white.

ArtOs car is not black.

CarlOs car is the second car in line.
Brianna does not own the fourth car
in line.
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Art
Brianna
Carl
Diana
Green
Blue
VV’"]:[E
5 Answers on
Black Page 8.

(Paragon - Continued fromspage 6)
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